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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Professor's 'Bible Battles' to air on History Channel 
Many people tum to the Bible for inspiration and reflection. Mark 
Schwartz learned it was also a great source for studying the evolution of 
ancient weaponry and technology, military leaders and their strategies. 
Schwartz, assistant professor of anthropology, wanted to share this over-
looked resource. His efforts have paid off with a documentary, Bible 
Battles, which will air on the History Channel on Wednesday, December 
21, at 8 p.m. 
"I've always been interested in military history," said Schwartz. "I 
became even more intrigued after reading Richard Gabriel 's book on the 
miJjtary history of ancient Israel and Mordechai Gichon 's book, 'Battle 
of the Bible ."' 
Schwartz's interest became an obsession as he immersed himself in 
research on ancient weapons, details of biblical battles and their military 
leaders, as well as their influence on 20th century warfare. 
"There's an incredible amount of detail about battles in the Bible ," he 
said . "As one example, I Samuel 14 describes the strategy used by the 
great Israelite military leader Jonathan in a battle he waged against the 
Philistines in the obscure town of Michmash in Palestine . Almost 3,000 
years later, the British Army used the same tactics in the same location 
during the Great War and emerged victorious." 
As the idea for a documentary began to grow, Schwartz looked around 
for help. He was introduced to David Padrusch , a producer and director 
Photo courtesy of Mark Schwartz 
Mark Schwartz, assistant professor of anthropology, serves as associ-
ate producer of a documentary, 'Bible Battles,' which will air on the 
History Channel on December 21. 
who has done previous work with the History Channel. Padrusch was 
exc ited by the concept Schwartz presented. They worked together for 
several months writing a proposal and submitted it to the cable channel. 
They received approval in March 2004. Schwartz is the associate 
producer of Bible Battles, Padrusch produced , directed and edited the 
see 'Schwartz' on page 4 
···--------------------------
GVSU is stakeholder in MSU's medical school plans 
Michigan State University has put a West 
Michigan medical school proposal on the table 
and Grand Valley has pulled up a seat. The 
stakeholders who have developed a "proof of 
concept" outlining the feasibility of building a 
four-year accredited medical school in West 
Michigan are Grand Action , Grand Valley, 
Michigan State, Saint Mary's Health Care, 
Spectrum Health, the Right Place and Van 
Andel Institute. 
Community leaders, including President Mark 
A. Murray, believe that an MSU West 
Michigan medical school will allow the area 
to create a strong niche in life sciences 
research, health care and economic develop-
ment. Murray said that it is gratifying to have 
Grand Valley recognized as a key player and 
to be involved in productive discussions. He 
stressed that Grand Valley's involvement 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
involves col-
laboration 
between the 
two institu-
tions ' faculty; 
it does not 
involve a 
monetary com-
mitment from 
Grand Valley. 
"Grand Valley 
will not be 
providing any 
fi nancial assis-
Mark A. Murray 
tance to this project," Murray said. "MSU will 
identify resources and proceed with fundrais-
ing. A West Michigan medical school may 
provide teaching opportunities for our faculty 
and on-going areas for collaboration." 
The MSU College of Human Medicine in East 
Lansing wi ll continue to be a four-year med-
ical school with faculty and physicians 
remaining in that community. The West 
Michigan Medical School will be an expan-
sion of that school and a major piece of the 
area's economic future . The continued invest-
ment in health care education and research in 
West Michigan dovetails perfectly with Grand 
Valley's investment in the health sc iences. 
"Grand Valley prospers as the region pros-
pers," Murray continued. "This medical school 
will be an important element of the future pros-
perity of Grand Valley and the entire region." 
The timetable outlined calls for the first stu-
dents to arrive at MSU's West Michigan 
Medical School in 2008 and to have the entire 
four-year program in place by 2010. 
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Across Campus 
United Way giving goes up Felix Ngassa from the chemistry department. Awards to campaign cap-
tains included: 
It was a perfect trifecta - giving in this year's United Way campaign 
increased in three key benchmarks. The number of faculty and staff mem-
bers giving to the United Way campaign increased this year, as did the 
percentage participants and the total amount raised. 
• Steve Lipnicki: One night's stay at the Alumni House 
• Donna Deeb: Bookstore gift certificate 
• Sherri Balser: Campus Dining Card 
File photo 
• Bobby Springer: Bookstore gift certificate 
• John Shinsky: Campus Dining Card. 
Volleyball wins national title 
Grand Valley made history as the Lakers defeated No. 1 Nebraska-
Kearney 3-1 (30-18, 30-27, 25-30 , 30-24) to claim the school's first-ever 
NCAA Division II Volleyball National Championship . 
This year 's cam-
paign raised 
$131,478, up from 
$120,789 last year. 
Some 958 faculty 
and staff gave to the 
campaign , which 
amounts to nearly 
48 .6 percent of total 
employees. That is 
up from last year's 
totals of 877 and 
47.4 percent, respec-
tively. 
'Tm proud to be a 
part of an institution 
United Way co-chairs Jon Jellema and Marlene 
Kowalski-Braun speak at an earlier event. Faculty 
and staff giving and participation rose this year; as 
compared to last year's campaign. 
The Lakers won the title December 3 at host school Nebraska-Kearney in 
front of the largest crowd in Division II volleyball history with 5 ,025 fans. 
The championship marked the first for a women 's team sport at Grand 
Valley State. Grand Valley finished the season with a 32-6 overall and a 15-3 
GLIAC record. 
Head volleyball coach Deanne Scanlon was named the 2005 
Tachikara/AVCA Division II National Coach of the Year. Scanlon has 
posted a 294-90 career record in 11 seasons at Grand Valley. She has led 
the Lakers to five Elite Eight appearances and four national semifinal 
appearances. 
that cares not only about Grand Valley but about the communities that we 
live and work in," said campaign co-chair Marlene Kowalski-Braun. 
Co-chair Jon Jellema said, "In a year when we have faced tough economic 
times and massive natural disasters, it 's inspiring to know that Grand 
Valley has such generous and responsive faculty and staff." 
Five Lakers were named to the 2005 NCAA Division II Elite 8 All-
Tournament Team: Megan Helsen, Tracy Kirk , Alyson Riley, Meghan 
Moore and Jamie Ashmore. 
Two reserved parking spaces were awarded to donors. The Pew Campus 
space went to Joseph Fisher from the College of Education 's leadership 
and human services department, and the Allendale Campus spot went to Across Campus continues on page 3 
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FORUM 
Volume 30, Number 20 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331 -2250 . 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus news, 
visit Grand Valley 's online publication , 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYli-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
GVFaces 
Nikki Gaines 
Housing apartment director 
Through a faculty-staff grant from the Padnos 
International Center, housing staff member Nikki 
Gaines spent two weeks working in the student 
affairs division of University of Cape Coast in 
Ghana. In her seven years at Grand Valley as a stu-
dent and staff member, Gaines has traveled to 
England, Mexico, and Toronto . 
Along with Ginger Randall, Dean of Students 
Office, and Kate Stoetzner, Padnos International 
Center, Gaines traveled to Ghana in order to 
enhance Grand Valley's relationship with UCC by 
sharing information on programming, meal plans 
and facilities. 
"This kind of exchange helps us draw a clearer pic-
ture for students who might study in Ghana," 
Gaines said. 
The partnership between the universities is "fairly 
new," Gaines said, but it is developing rapidly. Six 
students are currently studying in Ghana and staff 
members Rebecca Hamilton and Roy Cole are work-
ing there through a staff exchange agreement. Grand 
Valley is currently hosting a UCC student as well. 
Gaines also had the opportunity to visit a UCC 
class taught by her uncle , a Ghanaian resident. 
"There was no talking at all. The students all got up 
at the end of the class and took their chairs - they 
carry them to each class so that everyone has a 
place to sit," she said . 
Her group 
toured some of 
Ghana's histori-
cal sites. "We 
went to two 
slave castles, 
where ships 
departed to the 
United States," 
Gaines said. "I 
read 'Amistad,' 
I've seen all the 
movies, but to 
actually be in 
that physical 
space was dif-
ferent. It had a 
big impact on 
me. 
Nikki Gaines stands on the cam-
pus of the University of Cape 
Coast in Ghana. 
"You hear the term 'white privilege ' a lot, but the 
term 'American privilege' popped into my head 
when I was there ." 
Gaines said that universities in Ghana lack the read-
ily available textbooks , free computer labs and reli-
able sources of water and electricity that are taken 
for granted in the United States . 
She encouraged colleagues to take advantage of all 
of the grants and opportunities for faculty and staff 
members to study abroad. "There is so much more 
beyond the U.S., and there's so much you can bring 
back," Gaines said. "I just have to figure out where 
to go next." 
Across Campus 
Photo by Dottie Barnes 
Students watch a preview of shows that will 
air on GVBN, a student-run broadcast net-
work, in the Kirkhof Center. 
GVBN to debut 
next semester 
It was a red carpet event for the premiere party 
of the Grand Valley Broadcasting Network, 
GVBN. About 100 students gathered at the 
Kirkhof Center on December 2 to get a sneak 
peek of the programs set to debut in February. 
"This is an organization that has been long 
anticipated at Grand Valley," said Nick 
Monacelli , news director and secretary of 
GVBN. "We can now begin to compete with 
other universities with similar programs." 
Students watched pilots of the program line-up, 
including a campus news program , sitcom , sci-
ence-fiction show, comedy show and communi-
ty events program. Students write , produce , edit 
and star in the programs. 
Monacelli said student staff members hope to 
have a new show or episode every two weeks 
beginning in February. 
GVBN is funded through Student Life and will 
air on campus cable access channel 7. For more 
information about GVBN, e-mail gvbn7@stu-
dent.gvsu .edu. 
Deadline extended for 
service award nominations 
The deadline for nominations for the 2005-06 
Outstanding University Service Award and 
Outstanding Community Service Award has 
been extended to January 15. 
These awards recognize faculty members who 
have made significant contributions to the uni-
versity community and/or to the community 
beyond the campus . Only full-time , tenure-track 
faculty are eligible; self-nominations are not 
accepted. Previous awardees include Robert 
Mayberry, David Rathbun , Donald VanderJagt , 
Jean Nagelkerk and Patricia Underwood. 
Nomination forms may be obtained from the 
online Faculty Handbook or from Kathleen 
Underwood (underwok@gvsu.edu) , chair of the 
Outstanding Service Awards Committee. 
Completed nominations should be sent to the 
attention of Mary Albrecht in the Provost 's 
office (24 JHZ) . 
UltraTime deadlines 
set for remainder of year 
Due to the conversion to Banner, there will be 
early deadlines for confirming hours on 
UltraTime for full -time staff and student 
employees. The Payroll Office said the conver-
sion is very time sensitive and listed the dead-
lines below: 
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• Supervisors of full-time employees - pay 
period ending December 17: Confirmation of 
hours is due by noon Friday, December 16. 
• Supervisors of student/temp employees -
pay period ending December 17: Confirmation of 
hours is due by noon Monday, December 19. 
Student/temp employees will receive pay for a 
one-week pay period, December 11-17 . This 
check will be available on January 3. If students 
would like this paycheck before they return on 
January 9 , they must make arrangements with 
supervisors to have it mailed to them. 
Beginning December 18, student/temp employ-
ees will be paid on the same schedule as hourly 
staff. 
Questions can be directed to x12237 . 
What's Ahead 
Debate on same-sex 
marriage scheduled 
Several university departments are sponsor-
ing a debate on same-sex marriage. 
John Corvino, philosophy professor at 
Wayne State University and gay-rights advo-
cate, will debate Glenn Stanton, director of 
social research and cultural affairs at Focus 
on the Family, on February 15, from 4-5:30 
p.m. in the Kirkhof Center. 
Sponsoring the debate are University 
Bookstore, Planning and Equity Office, 
Dean of Students Office, Women's Center, 
Office of Housing and Residence Life and 
Human Resources . 
···--------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
John Kilbourne , associate professor of move-
ment science, was interviewed by the Boston 
Business Journal for a story about faculty mem-
bers leaving the Boston area. 
Kevin den Dulk , assistant professor of political 
science , was interviewed by WGVU Radio and 
WOOD-TV Channel 8's "To the Point" about 
the relationship between religion and civic 
responsibility. 
Sketches 
Regional Math and Science Center staff mem-
bers Mary Ann Sheline and Karen Meyers 
gave a presentation, "Developing Building 
Science Leaders," at the National Science 
Teachers Association Midwest Regional 
Conference in Chicago. 
Kurt Ellenberger, director of jazz studies , 
wrote an article, "From Chart to Reality: The 
Editorial Role of the Pianist in a Big Band ," 
published in the Jazz Education Journal. 
Valerie V. Peterson, assistant professor of com-
munications , gave a presentation , "Size Matters: 
Morphology, Technology, and Gendered 
Space," at the National Communication 
Association Annual Convention in Boston . 
Glenna Decker, instructional designer for 
Educational Technology, and College of 
Education faculty members Pam Garriott and 
Diane Clark gave two presentations , "Online 
Instruction: Best Practices in Design and 
Implementation" and "Use the Basic Tools of 
Web Enhanced Instruction to Increase Teaching 
Effectiveness," at the Teacher Education 
Division of the Council for Exceptional 
Children in Portland , Maine. 
Rita Kohrman, assistant librarian , had 10 of 
her digital and 35 mm photos exhibited with 
two other local photographers at Christ 
Community Church in Spring Lake. 
Dale Schriemer , associate professor of music , 
and Nancy Patterson , assistant professor of 
education, presented a session, "Voice and 
Voice: Exploring the Writing Process ," at the 
Michigan Council of Teachers of English 
Annual Conference in Lansing. 
Joel J. Orosz, distinguished professor of phil-
anthropic studies, presented two sessions, 
"Introduction to Ethics in Grantmaking" and 
"The Future of Philanthropy," at the Indiana 
Grantmaker's Alliance annual meeting in 
Indianapolis. He was also elected a fellow of 
the American Numismatic Society. 
Christopher Dobson , assistant professor of 
biology, has mentored four undergraduate stu-
dents who conducted a workshop, "Multiple 
Ideas for Making Ecology Fun!" for teachers 
from throughout the greater Grand Rapids area 
at the Fall Science Update . 
Anthony Thompson, associate professor of 
communications, has photographs from the 
project "Incendiary Iconography" in a two-per-
son exhibition at the John R. Grady Gallery of 
Photographic Art at Elgin Community College 
in Elgin, Illinois. 
John Kilbourne, associate professor of move-
ment science, gave a presentation, "Teaching 
Canada Using the Culture & Traditional Games 
of Canada's Inuit ," at the Association for 
continues on page 4 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF VENTS 
General Events 
Mon., Dec. 12-Fri., Dec. 16 
All Day: Nonperishable food and blanket collec-
tion for Degage Ministries . 120 CDC. For 
more information, contact Father Tony at 
catholic@student.gvsu.edu. 
Wed., Dec. 14 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
x12204 for more information. 
Thurs., Dec. 15 
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.: Critical Incident Stress 
Management Workshop . 204 KC. Call 
x13266 for registration information. 
4:30-7 p.m.: Thursdays with U: Winter 
Wonderland. University Club Room, DEV. 
Call x13592 for more information. 
Fri., Dec. 16 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E 
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information. 
Sports 
Sat., Dec. 17 
7 p.m.: Men's basketball hosts University of 
Indianapolis. 
···----------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 3 
Canadian Studies in the United States 
Conference in St. Louis, Missouri. 
Olivia A. Williams, assistant professor of edu-
cation, wrote an article , "Assessment of 
Behavioral and Emotional Strengths in Black 
Children: Development of the Behavioral 
Assessment for Children of African Heritage," 
published in the Journal of Black Pyschology. 
Brian Lakey, professor of psychology, gave a 
presentation, "Distinguishing Among Personality 
and Social Influences in Perceived Social 
Support," at the Personality and Social 
Psychology program at Michigan State 
University. 
Elena Lioubimtseva, assistant professor of 
geography and planning, organized two panel 
discussions on environmental issues of Central 
Asia at the sixth annual conference of Central 
Eurasian Studies Society at Boston University. 
She also presented a paper, "Trends and Patterns 
of Malaria Ecology and Transmission in Central 
Asia." 
Martha Golensky, associate professor of social 
work, participated in a panel , "Policy and 
Practice: Keeping Nonprofit Education Current ," 
sponsored by the Section on Teaching of the 
Association for Research on Nonprofit 
Organizations and Voluntary Action, prior to the 
start of the 34th Annual ARNOVA Conference, 
held in Washington , D.C. She also presented a 
paper, "Applying Microeconomic Theory to the 
Board-Executive Relationship in Human Service 
Organizations ," at the conference. 
Xuefeng Chu, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation , 
"Development of a Windows-Based Integrated 
Pesticide Transport Modeling System for a 
Coupled Canopy and Soil System," at the 
American Water Resources Association Annual 
Conference held in Seattle, Washington. 
Rick ladonisi , affiliate professor of writing, pre-
sented a paper, "Tragic Sentimentality: The 
Return of the Repressed in Hart Crane 's 
'Chaplinesque' and Charlie Chaplin's 'The 
Kid ,"' at the Midwest Modem Language 
Association Conference held in Milwaukee. 
WGVU Radio received Communicator Awards 
in the 2005 audio competition for the "Jordan 
Journal," "Pinnacle/Gavin DeGraw" and "Aging 
Gracefully." 
Kevin den Dulk, assistant professor of political 
science, wrote two book chapters, "Religious 
Advocacy in Michigan" and "Themes in 
Religious Advocacy," published in God in the 
Statehouse. He also wrote a book review of God 
vs . the Gavel that was published in the Law and 
Politics Book Review. 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, associate professor of 
philosophy, gave a presentation, "Teaching for 
the Academy and for Citizenship: Applications 
of an Epistemological Model to Scientific and 
Moral Education in the 21st Century," at the 
Catholic University of Braga, Portugal. 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of social 
work, wrote a book review, "Kinship Care: 
Practice and Pragmatism," published in the 
British Association for Adoption and Fostering 
Journal. 
Philip Lewin, visiting associate professor of lib-
eral studies, gave a presentation, "The Wager of 
Self in Lived-Personhood," at the annual confer-
ence of the Society for Phenomenology and the 
Human Science, in Salt Lake City, Utah . 
Eric Snyder, assistant professor of biology, 
wrote two articles, "An Energy Budget for the 
Kootenai River, Idaho (USA), with Application 
for Management of the Kootenai White 
Sturgeon , Acipenser transmontanus," and 
"Organic Matter Spiraling in an Idaho River," 
published in the journal Aquatic Sciences. 
···----------------------------
Schwartz serves as associate producer for History Channel documentary 
continued from page 1 
film. They co-wrote the script. 
Schwartz was intent on accuracy and did the 
research necessary for authentic costumes and 
weaponry. An archaeometallurgist from the 
Smithsonian, Aaron Shugar, helped cast bronze 
weapons using the same technology as the 
ancient people of the Middle East. 
"In November we began filming interviews with 
experts and were lucky enough to get Richard 
Gabriel , a seasoned military officer, author and 
military historian ," Schwartz said. "By March 
we were filming battle re-enactments on a 
Mediterranean set in L.A ." 
Filmed in 24 frame progressive scan for a cine-
matic feel, Bible Battles progresses chronologi-
cally through the Old Testament illuminating the 
military leaders, their battles and tactics, and the 
influence on 20th century warfare. Archeological 
evidence and ancient drawings are combined 
with live action re-enactments and eye-popping 
animation to capture the drama, chaos and 
bloodshed of biblical life. 
Bible Battles will be available on DVD after the 
program airs. 
• •• 
